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WHAT IS SINAPSE 
SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION FOR POLICY SUPPORT IN EUROPE 

• An electronic network accessible via the 

Internet. 

• A new communication channel between 

the scientific/expert  community and the 

policy makers, including the European 

institutions. 
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• Better mobilise European scientific knowledge 

in support to policy making (one of the two key 

objectives of the EU RTD policy). 
 

• SINAPSE is a practical tool to support the EU 
efforts to develop new forms of governance. It 
will facilitate the involvement of 
actors/stakeholders that at present can't be easily 
consulted or encounter difficulties to share their 
knowledge and viewpoint. 

 

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
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The membership 

• Over 750 organisations are currently registered.  

• As regards the scientific community, this includes some of the 
largest European/international organisations :  

–  ESF (European Science Foundation) 

–  ICSU (International Council for Science) 

–  ALLEA (All European Academies) 

–  FEAM (Federation of the European Academies of Medecine) 

–  UNICA (Network of Universities from the Capitals of Europe) 

–  EUA (European University Association) 

–  EURO-CASE (European Council of Applied Sciences) 

–  EARMA (European Association of Research Managers and  
Administrators) 

– EUROHORCS (Europan Union Research Organisations Head of 
Research Councils) 
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The membership 
 

– EIRMA (European Industrial Research Management Association)   

– EARTO (European Association of Research and Technology Organisations) 

– EMBO (European Molecular Biology Organisation) 

– EASAC (European Academies Scientific Advisory Council) 

– Academia Europaea 

– European Association for the Study of Diabetes (EASD)   

– European Mathematical Society (EMS)   

– European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR)   

– COST 

– As well as several national research/health/ethics councils, research 
organisations (CNRS, DFG, etc), science academies, various advisory 
bodies covering different policy areas, etc. 

 

• In the Commission, 36 DGs, Services and Agencies 
are effectively registered.  
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SINAPSE MAIN TOOLS 
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I – THE YELLOW PAGES  

• A “Yellow Pages” section to quickly identify and contact 

scientists or scientific organisations with specific expertise. 

•  Users can on the basis of numerous criteria search for 

registered individuals/organisations with a specific profile 

or expertise. 

• They also have automatic access to the members’ visiting 

cards, including information on their activities and contact 

details (e-mail, website, CVs, etc). 
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Yellow pages - screen sample 
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Visiting Card- screen sample 
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II – SINAPSE WEB SEARCH 

• SINAPSE will offer the possibility to perform thematic/focused 

searches in the members’ websites.  

• The objective is to increase the “visibility” of these information 

sources and to give access to some resources that are not yet 

taken into account by other search engines. 

• The limited number of sources will increase minimise the 

“information white-noise”.  

• The user will be able to instantly get further details on the 

sources, and use filters to limit the results.  

• The first phase is the collection of the web sources. 
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Web search  - screen sample 
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• SINAPSE members (organisations) are invited to upload scientific 

advice/opinion they produced or requested. 

• The advice reaches automatically potentially  interested 

organisations and experts through a notification  system based on the 

profile of the members (scientific and policy domains).  

• The member uploading the document decides who will have access to 

the different elements of the document (title, short description, abstract 

and full text).  

• In addition to the document itself, a description sheet includes meta 

data on who requested and produced the document, its likely impact, etc. 

III - LIBRARY OF SCIENTIFIC ADVICE AND OPINIONS 
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LIBRARY OF SCIENTIFIC ADVICE AND OPINIONS 

•  Offers advanced search functions, enabling for example to look 

for documents produced or requested by a certain type of 

organisation. 

• The main objective is to increase the dissemination of scientific 

advice in order to increase its impact. 

• Progressively, as the number of documents in the library 

increases: 

– serve as a basis for new advice,  enrich advisory bodies work. 

– avoid unnecessary duplication of efforts. 
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Library  - screen sample 
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Library  - screen sample 
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IV- EC CONSULTATION  

SINAPSE will offer to all Commission services the 

possibility to consult the members: 

– Select appropriate sub-set of members on the basis of 

various criteria: domains of competence, type of 

organisation, location, etc. 

– Possibility of getting centralised contribution from 

consulted organisations. 

– Services will be able to design their own questionnaire 

and get automatic statistics on responses.  
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• Upstream or in support to existing scientific 

consultation mechanisms, such as committee 

meetings 

• Tap into a larger knowledge reservoir. Give the 

possibility to experts not involved in the existing 

advisory system (participating in Committees or 

expert group meetings) to share their viewpoint and 

expertise. 

• Get rapid feedback. 

 

EC CONSULTATION 
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V - EARLY WARNING SYSTEM 

• Whenever an issue necessitates or would benefit from 

the attention of the SINAPSE community (scientific 

organisation and public authorities). 

• SINAPSE enables its members to post early 

warnings and to inform in one go all members with 

compatible interests and expertise, in view of 

facilitating a rapid mobilisation. 
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EARLY WARNING SYSTEM 

• Such a tool will in particular increase the 

awareness of the competent actors regarding 

emerging issues. 

• It will allow not only to better detect potential 

crisis but also to raise awareness and share 

observations or experiences that could be 

exploited on a European scale. 
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VI - COMMUNICATION AMONG MEMBERS 

• The members of the network can make use of these 

communication tools to exchange information or initiate 

debates (e-mails, discussion groups, etc.). They can: 

– Decide who to involve at a first stage. Select the right 

sub-set of members based on their profile and 

competence. 

– Open or not the discussion (control the access). 

– Involve or not the Commission services. 
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COMMUNICATION AMONG MEMBERS 

• As for the EC consultation tool, the organisations members 

of SINAPSE will have the possibility to launch structured 

debates based on a questionnaire that they are able to 

design  themselves online (as well as get statistics on 

answers and import the results for further analysis). 
 

• Members also have the possibility to set-up 

“Communities” of members sharing a common interest  

(within communities: libraries of documents and links, 

“message board”, thematic discussions/surveys etc) . 
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SINAPSE Communities 

 • Beyond the internal communication possibilities, one 

advantage of setting up a community in SINAPSE is the 

capacity to establish links with other networks/ 

organisations and to enlarge, if appropriate, the 

community to new relevant members who join the network 

and have compatible interest with the Community. (invite 

contacts and network). 

•  The members of the organisations already in the 

community have automatic access to the community if they 

register in SINAPSE. 

• Beyond the community: the members can benefit and use the 
other SINAPSE tools and create for example specific 
communities with other organisations. 
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LIBRARY OF DOCUMENTS 

• A library of documents organised in folders 

Possibility for the members to share documents 

and access these resources in an organised 

environment, from anywhere. 

 The tree of folders offers an intuitive display 

and targeted notifications  
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LIBRARY OF LINKS 

• A library of links organised in sections/folders 

Links to useful web resources shared by 

community members. 
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MESSAGE BOARD 

• Sharing news and ideas 

Community members can either use the 

“send a message” tool or the message board 

which offers the possibility of informing 

those interested by a certain topic while 

keeping the history of the communication. 



27 

CALENDAR 

 

Scheduled events are highlighted 

in blue in the calendar. 
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NOTIFICATION SETTINGS 

By default, notifications are set to 

immediately for all folders. 

Can be restricted to specific folders. 

Frequency of notification chosen by 

the users for each community module  
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SINAPSE Communities 

EXAMPLES  

• European Scientific Advice Network on Health 

(EUSANH). 

• Technology Platform on nano-medicine . 

• Network of the Universities from the Capital of 

Europe (UNICA). 

• The future of Scientific Publication 

• EU – commission – Measure of administrative 

burden. 
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SOME GENERAL FEATURES 

• SINAPSE has been conceived to reproduce, as far as 

possible, the way people traditionally communicate. You 

are able to :  

– Decide and know with whom you communicate 

– Determine who has access to the documents you 

upload, discussions you launch, early warning you send, 

etc... 

– Filter what you receive on the basis of the sender. 

Decide to receive invitations to join discussions or e-

mails from only certain types of organisations (e.g. 

public authorities) 
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 Filter what you receive- screen sample 
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SOME GENERAL FEATURES 

• Members can be notified of new SINAPSE 

activities on the basis of their profile 

(scientific and policy domains of expertise and 

interest) and for each tool decide on the 

frequency of notification. 
 

• Flexibility: the tools will evolve on the basis of 

the needs expressed by users; new 

functionalities can and will be added.  
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 Profile and preferences- screen sample 
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KEY TO SUCCESS 

• SINAPSE offers a communication platform. Its usefulness will 

depend primarily on the capacity to reach the critical number of 

members.  

• Importance of the current registration phase focusing on the 

building of the SINAPSE community. Registered members 

are invited to act as relays. 

• Being a member does not imply regular active participation. 

One of the essential benefits comes from the use of the “yellow 

pages” function, which enables members to be contacted (if they 

so wish) or to contact other members whenever appropriate.  
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